American Studies – The Great Migration
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     Jim Crow Laws 

“Jim Crow was the name of the racial caste system which operated primarily, but not exclusively in southern and border states, between 1877 and the mid-1960s. Jim Crow was more than a series of rigid anti-black laws. It was a way of life. Under Jim Crow, African Americans were relegated to the status of second class citizens…”

“Many Christian ministers and theologians taught that whites were the Chosen people, blacks were cursed to be servants, and God supported racial segregation…”

“Newspaper and magazine writers routinely referred to blacks as niggers, coons, and darkies; and worse, their articles reinforced anti-black stereotypes. Even children's games portrayed blacks as inferior beings…”

See<

“The following Jim Crow etiquette norms show how inclusive and pervasive these norms were:

a. A black male could not offer his hand (to shake hands) with a white male because it implied being socially equal. Obviously, a black male could not offer his hand or any other part of his body to a white woman, because he risked being accused of rape. 

b. Blacks and whites were not supposed to eat together. If they did eat together, whites were to be served first, and some sort of partition was to be placed between them. 

c. Under no circumstance was a black male to offer to light the cigarette of a white female -- that gesture implied intimacy. 

d. Blacks were not allowed to show public affection toward one another in public, especially kissing, because it offended whites. 

e. Jim Crow etiquette prescribed that blacks were introduced to whites, never whites to blacks. For example: "Mr. Peters (the white person), this is Charlie (the black person), that I spoke to you about." 

f. Whites did not use courtesy titles of respect when referring to blacks, for example, Mr., Mrs., Miss., Sir, or Ma'am. Instead, blacks were called by their first names. Blacks had to use courtesy titles when referring to whites, and were not allowed to call them by their first names. 

g. If a black person rode in a car driven by a white person, the black person sat in the back seat, or the back of a truck. 

h. White motorists had the right-of-way at all intersections.”

“The Jim Crow laws and system of etiquette were undergirded by violence, real and threatened. Blacks who violated Jim Crow norms, for example, drinking from the white water fountain or trying to vote, risked their homes, their jobs, even their lives. Whites could physically beat blacks with impunity. Blacks had little legal recourse against these assaults because the Jim Crow criminal justice system was all-white: police, prosecutors, judges, juries, and prison officials. Violence was instrumental for Jim Crow. It was a method of social control. The most extreme forms of Jim Crow violence were lynchings.”

TYPICAL JIM CROW LAWS BY STATES
“Barbers. No colored barber shall serve as a barber (to) white girls or women (Georgia)”

“Buses. All passenger stations in this state operated by any motor transportation company shall have separate waiting rooms or space and separate ticket windows for the white and colored races (Alabama).”

“Education. The schools for white children and the schools for negro children shall be conducted separately (Florida).”

“Libraries. The state librarian is directed to fit up and maintain a separate place for the use of the colored people who may come to the library for the purpose of reading books or periodicals (North Carolina).”

“Militia. The white and colored militia shall be separately enrolled, and shall never be compelled to serve in the same organization. No organization of colored troops shall be permitted where white troops are available and where whites are permitted to be organized, colored troops shall be under the command of white officers (North Carolina).”

“Teaching. Any instructor who shall teach in any school, college or institution where members of the white and colored race are received and enrolled as pupils for instruction shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be fined... (Oklahoma).”

Source: http://www.ferris.edu/htmls/news/jimcrow/what.htm

One Way Ticket
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By Langston Hughes

I pick up my life, And take it with me,  
And I put it down in Chicago, Detroit, Buffalo, Scranton,  
Any place that is North and East, And not Dixie. 
I pick up my life And take it on the train,  
To Los Angeles, Bakersfield, Seattle, Oakland, Salt Lake  
Any place that is North and West, And not South. 
I am fed up With Jim Crow laws,  
People who are cruel And afraid, Who lynch and run,  
Who are scared of me And me of them 
I pick up my life And take it away On a one-way ticket  
Gone up North Gone out West Gone!
What does the poem reveal about life in the South? 

What does the poem suggest is the solution to life in the South? 

What places does Hughes suggest blacks will go?

