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Synopsis: 

The 1920’s were a decade of tremendous social change in American society. In this project, students will work in pairs or mini-groups to investigate cultural changes from the 1920’s era. After completing their research, students will create a poster of their findings and prepare an oral presentation about their topic. 
January 21st: Read the guidelines (this page), the topic information, and complete the Five W’s Chart*. Then decide the layout of your poster.
· Topic 1: Alejandro and Angel

· Topic 2: Johnny, Claudio, and José

· Topic 3: Manar, Ziqing, and Ruijun

· Topic 4: Bernardo, Isaias, and Jesus

*The Five W’s Chart is posted on the website if you need another copy.
January 22nd: Find pictures for your poster and print them (20-25 minutes). Then type important information for your poster and print them out.
January 23rd: Cut and glue the pictures and information. Use the markets and colors to make your poster beautiful. Your poster should be ready by the end of the day. 

January 24th: Be ready to present your poster in class. Ask questions if it is necessary BEFORE your presentation.
Checklist of Tasks:

1. A title that explains the topic

2. Pictures 

3. Videos

4. Answers for the Five W’s Chart
5. Essential question and its answer

*Essential question: “How is this cultural change reflected in our society today?”
*Use of 1920’s costumes and props (not essential, but extremely helpful for an “A”)

6. Each student must complete the reflection/grade sheet.
Topic 1: Prohibition
When most Americans think about this country's experience with Prohibition, they remember it as an ill-conceived experiment and an undeniable failure. A prime reason for this attitude, of course, is that the Prohibition amendment was repealed thirteen years after its passage. However, the dismissal of Prohibition as an embarrassing mistake, a shameful blot on America's legislative record, is too simplistic. A more thorough examination of Prohibition reveals more success than expected and contentious scholarly debate about its impact. It also demonstrates that the battle over alcohol provided an arena for the mounting conflicts between modern and traditional, urban and rural, immigrant and native, Catholic and Protestant. The use of alcohol sharply divided American society; alcohol became a symbol for larger cultural clashes.

After a nearly one hundred year history in America, the temperance movement culminated in a constitutional amendment, passed in 1919, that mandated national Prohibition. The amendment forbade the manufacture, sale, and transportation of alcoholic beverages. Temperance was a popular reform movement in the nineteenth century when many predominantly Protestant Americans responded to the problems created by drunkenness. Temperance was associated with many other forward-looking reform movements of the 1800s, including women's rights, abolitionism, and education reform.
Topic 2: immigration restriction and the Ku Klux Klan
Between Reconstruction and the First World War, newly-created, large-scale manufacturing and mass production industries materially transformed the United States and reconfigured the way Americans worked and lived. Industrial growth required huge supplies of labor, a need met in large part by the 20 million immigrants who, between 1870 and 1915, arrived in the United States in search of work and opportunity. This great wave of immigrants stimulated an anti-immigrant backlash. Nativism, a term used to denote anti-immigrant sentiment, became widespread during the early twentieth century. Many Americans blamed the problems caused by rapid modernization on the foreign-born. In addition, political, economic, and social changes led to the rise of the New Woman, the changing face of American's cities, and an increasing role for African Americans. The anxiety created by the threat to "traditional American values" peaked after World War One. In response, some Americans during the 1920's sought to restrict certain kinds of immigrants while others resurrected the Ku Klux Klan and similar "protective" organizations.

Topic 3: The New Woman

An icon of changing gender norms, the "new woman" first emerged in the late nineteenth century. Less constrained by Victorian norms and domesticity than previous generations, the new woman had greater freedom to pursue public roles and even flaunt her "sex appeal," a term coined in the 1920s and linked with the emergence of the new woman. She challenged conventional gender roles and met with hostility from men and women who objected to women's public presence and supposed decline in morality. Expressing autonomy and individuality, the new woman represented the tendency of young women at the turn of the century to reject their mothers' ways in favor of new, modern choices.

What was "new" about women in the early twentieth century? The most prominent change was their increased presence in the public arena. Whereas the lives of most nineteenth-century women - especially middle-class women but also domestic servants and slaves - tended to revolve around home life, modern women ventured into jobs, politics, and culture outside the domestic realm. They did not do so, however, on equal terms with men; women remained economically and politically subordinate to men in the early twentieth century. They did not do so without struggle either. Conservative forces in society, including churches and such groups as the Ku Klux Klan, vehemently opposed women's new roles. Others who supported change, such as Progressive Era reformers and suffragists, also criticized the new woman for her disinterest in politics and careers in favor of the world of commercial entertainment.

Although many women participated in expanding women's public roles, women accepted and pressed for change in varying degrees. The symbol of the new woman was a conglomeration of aspects of many different women from across the nation who lived between the 1890s and the 1920s. Among them were glamorous performers, female athletes, "working girls" employed in city factories and rural textile mills, middle-class daughters entering higher education and professions formerly closed to women, and reformers involved in women's clubs, settlement houses, trade unions, and suffrage.

Topic 4: Scopes Trial
The Scopes trial of 1925 reflected the numerous cultural clashes occurring across America at the time. But, even more than Prohibition and the rise of the Second Ku Klux Klan, "the trial of the century" has endured in the American culture. One reason is that the trial (and its appeal) did not decide the two key issues at stake: (1) whether so-called rural values associated with religious fundamentalism or so-called urban values associated with science and modernism was to be the main basis of American culture, and (2) whether academic freedom should give way to the right of the state legislature to determine what the state's children learned in school. The debates over fundamentalism and modernism and over who controls the content taught in public schools continued throughout the rest of the 20th century. The trial, along with other cultural clashes in the 1920s, was a keen indication that Americans had begun in a more intense manner than ever before--even during the Revolutionary War period--to debate the basic values of their civilization. In large measure because of the cultural issues involved and the fact that the trial did not resolve them, some of the historical facts have given way to legend.

The trial happened in Dayton, Tennessee, because of a confluence of fortuitous events and enterprising individuals. First, the Tennessee legislature, influenced by fundamentalists, enacted the statute forbidding the teaching of Darwin's theory of evolution as fact to Tennessee school children. (The law did not forbid the teaching of evolution, per se.) Second, the American Civil Liberties Union placed ads in Tennessee papers announcing that it would aid any individual willing to challenge the new law as unconstitutional. Then, George W. Rappleyea, a transplanted New Yorker who managed area mines for Northern business interests in Dayton, saw one of the ACLU ads and had an idea. He called a meeting in Dayton's drugstore in which he, area prosecuting attorneys, John Scopes (a substitute teacher), and a handful of others discussed the new law and how the town might take advantage of it. By the end of the meeting, Scopes had agreed to be the object of a test case. While most in the group opposed the new law, the main force in their decision to go forward was not legal or even cultural but rather economic: the trial, they hoped, would put Dayton on the map and increase its economic fortunes, which had been flagging for some time since the smelter had been shut down. Thus, civic leaders chose to take advantage of the cultural clashes to boost the fortunes of the city of Dayton.
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