American Government Constitution Test Review & Study Guide
1. Study the meaning of the preamble of the constitution word by word. 
[image: image1.png]We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union,

establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquillty,

provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare,

sings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity,

do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.




2. Describe in one sentence what each article of the Constitution states. 
Article I creates a legislature called Congress and divides it into two parts: the Senate and the House of Representatives. Article I describes how Congress should be organized, tells what qualifications legislators must have, and says how often Congress should hold elections and meet as a group.

Article II of the Constitution describes the job of the executive branch. This branch executes, or carries out, laws.

Article III creates the judicial branch. The judicial branch interprets laws to decide what they mean and whether they have been followed in specific cases.
Article Four of the Constitution describes how the states should interact with each other.

Article Five describes what must be done to amend, or change, the Constitution.

Article Six states that the laws and treaties of the U.S. government are “the supreme law of the land.”
Article Seven says the Constitution could not take effect until at least nine out of the thirteen states approved it. 
3. Mention the 3 branches of government and their primary responsibility.
See above.
4. Terms of office (how long do they serve) for various elected officials and federal judges.
a. Senator (6)
b. Representative (House of Representatives) (2)
c. President (4)
d. Justice (for life)
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5. Name all the requirements discussed in class for election to the U.S. Congress (House of Representatives/Senate). Know the names of the President, Vice President, Senators of Illinois, District Representative, Chief Justice, Secretary of State, and Governor of Illinois.
President: Barack Obama (Michelle Obama)
Vice President: Joe Biden

Senator: Richard Durbin and Mark Kirk
District Representative: Rodney Davis

Chief of Justice: John G. Roberts Jr. 

Secretary of State: John Kerry
Governor of Illinois: Bruce Rauner

6. What is the Bill of Rights / why and how it was added to the Constitution? Why the U.S. Constitution should be flexible? 
The Framers added the first ten amendments, or changes, to the Constitution. One of these amendments assures that the rights listed are not the only rights citizens have. There are three main categories of rights: individual freedoms, protections against government abuse and power, and rights of people accused of crimes.
7. What are the 5 freedoms guaranteed by the 1st Amendment? Please explain each one of them with examples. 
[image: image3.png]Amendment 1

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the

right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a
redress of grievances.




8. How many amendments does the U.S. Constitution have? 
27 Amendments in total
9. Study the amendment that defined citizenship and granted it to all natural born Americans (13th-15th Amendments). 
[image: image4.png]‘Amendment 13

Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof
the party shall have been duly convicted, shal exist within the United States, or any
place subject to their jurisdiction.

Amendment 14

Al persons born or naturalized in the United States . . . are citizens of the United
States and of the state wherein they reside. No state shall make or enforce any law
‘which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of ctizens of the United States;
nor shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due

‘nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of

“The right of citizens of the United States to vote shiall not be denied or abridged by
the United States or by any state on account of race, color, or previous conition of
servitude.




10. 2 steps necessary to amend the Constitution (proposal and ratification) and requirements for each. 
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11. What is the purpose of check and balances? 
No branch has more powers of others. 
12. Study the powers each branch of government.
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L 15. Collect taxes.




13. What judicial review is and the court case that established it? 
This power of deciding what is constitutional is called judicial review. The U.S. Supreme Court has this power over federal laws. State supreme courts have this power over state laws. Marbury v. Madison was the court case that established judicial review.
14. Distinguish among the following powers – concurrent / implied / reserved.
Expressed powers are actually stated or expressed in the Constitution.  
Implied powers are not expressly stated in the Constitution. 

In the Constitution, the implied powers of Congress come from the Necessary and Proper Clause.

Reserved: They are reserve for the states.

Concurrent: Share by state and federal. 

